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Kadesh-Barnea ; or, The Power of a Surrendered Life, by Rev. J. 
W. Chapman, D.D. (Chicago : F. H. Revell Co., 1897, pp. 124, cloth, 
50c), is a little volume which attempts to discover a spiritual meaning 
in the historical incidents of the Old and New Testaments. In it 
Egypt is represented as a type of worldliness. The Red Sea stands 
for the death of Christ in its power to deliver us from the dominion of 
sin. Kadesh-Barnea is a picture of the man who comes close to high- 
est spiritual reality, but finally turns back to the wilderness life. 

One cannot but feel that a great deal of this teaching is read into 
the Scriptures. There can, however, be no objection to the use of 
these historical incidents, by way of illustrating gospel truth, if no 
effort is made to make them prove a doctrine or to put a new interpre- 
tation upon the written Word. Dr. Chapman manages to bring for- 
ward some striking and suggestive analogies between the experiences 
of the ancient Israelites and the duties and dangers of the modern 
Christian life. — Jno. L. Jackson. 



Messages of Today to the Men of Tomorrow. By George C. Lorimer, 
D.D. (Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society, 1896, pp. 
xii+464, price $1.50.) The world of yesterday is the leader and 
teacher of the world of today. We build on the past, and build for 
the future. The author of this plump volume gathers into twelve 
" messages " a lot of wholesome advice, the substance of which " has 
been given in familiar talks to hundreds of young people on both sides 
of the Atlantic" (p. viii). These "messages" cover a wide range of 
topics, which touch many phases of modern life. Some of the themes 
are "cherishing ignoble ambitions," "migrating to the city," "over- 
coming timidity in battle," "seeking something for nothing," "living 
beyond their means," " achieving worldly success," "keeping bad com- 
pany," " dealing honestly with time," "cultivating a love of books," 
and "receiving the religion of revelation." Every chapter abounds 
in quotations from literature and events from personal experience 
to illustrate and emphasize the lessons and admonitions of the 
author. Considerable diversity is manifest in the method of pres- 
entation. Occasionally the abundance of quotation seems to inter- 
fere with the discussion of the natural divisions of the theme. The 
sermonic character, the repetition of thought in different words, is 
seen on almost every page, and to the scholar seeking facts becomes 
wearisome. But the author writes for the young, for future genera- 
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tions. The impetuous vigor of his thought sweeps along with a 
splendid momentum in spite of a certain heavy verbiage, and the con- 
clusion is a clincher of the thought which he has been, through several 
paragraphs or pages, driving home. The author's wide range of 
thought and reading enrich every page and stimulate the reader to 
nobler deeds. While vigorous pruning might profitably have reduced 
the size of the book, its strong, bold utterances of the truth will tell 
for righteousness and for God. We miss the indispensable indexes. 
— Ira M. Price. 



Village Sermons. By the late F. J. A. Hort, D.D., D.C.L., LL.D. 
(London : Macmillan & Co., limited. New York : The Macmillan 
Co., 1897, pp. 269, cloth, $1.75.) Twelve out of twenty-four sermons 
in this volume are upon the books of the Old and New Testaments. 
Those who have thought of Dr. Hort only as a scholar will be 
impressed by the absence of the controversial element, and by the 
practical character of his preaching. Questions of authorship, time 
of composition, and matters of criticism are entirely ignored. The 
preacher evidently sought to quicken and develop the religious life 
of those who heard him. How far he succeeded in accomplishing 
his object cannot be determined by these sermons. If the hearers 
were hungry for religious truth, they doubtless found food in the words 
of their teacher ; if they were indifferent, it is probable that they went 
from the service as they came. The sermons lack incisiveness and 
grip. They are not adapted to awaken emotion, nor do they appeal 
strongly to the will. Many of them are little more than paraphrases 
of the biblical material with which the preacher is dealing. 

Lack of careful revision on the part of the editor is found on page 
9, where we have the phrase, " but all who are in any way depressed or 
beaten down low in any way." — Lathan A. Crandall. 



